Incidental finding of a splenic hamartoma with tumour-like extramedullary erythropoiesis.
Hamartomas of the spleen are rare benign tumour-like lesions that tend to be asymptomatic incidental findings. Splenic hamartomas with tumour-like extramedullary erythropoiesis are extremely rare. A 70-year-old male patient with dyspnoea and a nodular intrapulmonary lesion morphologically verified by CT underwent fibre bronchoscopy, which showed a pea-shaped foreign body that was retrieved without complication. As a secondary finding, the CT showed a splenic lesion of about 8 cm in size. An MR study showed an expansive process in the center of the spleen. The patient was completely free of clinical symptoms. Because of the unknown nature and the high risk for spontaneous rupture of the lesion, a splenectomy was performed. The histological analyses revealed tumour-like extramedullary erythropoiesis of the spleen. The patient was discharged in good condition ten days postoperatively. A hamartoma of the spleen with extramedullary tumor-like erythropoiesis should be considered in the differential diagnosis of a splenic lesion.